
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

FROM THE ACTING DIRECTOR
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

SPD-18105(L) Los Angeles
(2-98)

Washington, DC 20233-0001

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the CensusDC

About a year ago, the Census Bureau contacted you for the Survey of Program Dynamics. Within a
few days, a field representative will contact you again to update the information we collected during
our last visit. We will also ask some new questions about:

In addition, if you have children 12 to 17 years old in your household, we will conduct a separate
interview with them, asking about their attitudes and behaviors on topics, such as household chores,
school work, family relations, social interaction, and substance use.

Because your answers represent thousands of other households in the United States, your
cooperation is a distinct service to your country. We will use this information to evaluate how
welfare reforms are affecting the U.S. population and to see how people are meeting their everyday
expenses. Your continued participation is extremely important to ensure the completeness and
accuracy of the results. Although answering the questions is voluntary, each unanswered question
lessens the accuracy of the data.

We are conducting the survey under the authority of Title 13, United States Code, Section 182. This
law requires us to keep all information about you and your household strictly confidential. We may
use this information only for statistical purposes and only in ways that no one can identify you as an
individual.

On the other side of this letter are the answers to questions most frequently asked about this survey.

Sincerely,

James F. Holmes 

Further information may be obtained from:

Regional Director
Bureau of the Census
15350 Sherman Way, Suite 300
Van Nuys, California 91406-4224

Telephone: 800–992–3529

It is important that we obtain the most accurate information possible so that we have a complete
picture of the results of the economic situation of the people throughout the Nation and the impact
of welfare legislation. You can help us by referring to your records (for example, bank statements
and pay stubs) when answering the questions. This will also reduce the time required for the
interview.

We hope you will continue to participate in this important and useful survey, and we thank you in
advance for your cooperation. The Census Bureau is grateful to you for your help.

• Children’s Well-being, Child Support
• Medical Expenses/Utilization of Health Care
• Education Enrollment



SPD-18105(L) (2-98)

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS SURVEY?

We are conducting this survey to get a picture of the economic situation of people throughout the
Nation. We are interested in how the welfare reforms affect employment, income, children’s
well-being, and family circumstances throughout the nation. We want to see what effects, if any,
these policies are having on the lives of people from all walks of life and from every part of the
country.

To do this, we need information from households over a period of time, before and after welfare
reform. We will ask about employment, unemployment, government program participation, and
so forth.

WHY DOES THE CENSUS BUREAU NEED THIS INFORMATION?

Congress has requested the Census Bureau to conduct the Survey of Program Dynamics. In a
Nation as large and rapidly changing as ours, we need up-to-date facts to plan effective programs
for the future, especially after the passage of welfare reform legislation. Although we conduct a
census every ten years, we need to collect some kinds of information more often. The Census
Bureau will contact you once a year for the Survey of Program Dynamics. We depend upon
sample surveys to keep abreast of changes people have in their jobs, the kind of work they do,
child care arrangements and adolescent behavior, the situation of people on government
programs, and other information.

HOW WAS I SELECTED?

We selected your household because you participated in the Survey of Income and Program
Participation. Information from that survey will provide the baseline data before welfare reform.
We will conduct a follow-up interview with you annually for the next few years in order to learn
how our Nation’s economic situations and family characteristics change over time. Because this is
a scientific sample, we must interview all persons who participated in the 1997 survey even if they
move.

INFORMATION ABOUT THIS INTERVIEW

Public reporting burden for this survey is estimated to average 30 minutes per person. Send
comments regarding this or any other aspect of this survey, including suggestions for reducing
burden, to the Associate Director for Administration/Controller, Attn: Paperwork Reduction Project
0607-0838, Room 3104, Federal Building 3, Bureau of the Census, Washington, DC 20233-0001.

WHAT GUARANTEE DO I HAVE THAT THE INFORMATION I GIVE TO THE CENSUS
BUREAU ABOUT MY PERSONAL BUSINESS IS NOT REPORTED TO OTHER PERSONS OR
ORGANIZATIONS?

All information you give to the Census Bureau for this survey is confidential by law (Section 9 of
Title 13, United States Code). All Census Bureau employees take an oath and are subject to a jail
term, a fine, or both if they disclose any information that would identify anyone. We may use this
information only for statistical purposes and only in ways that no one can identify you as an
individual.

We will combine your answers with the information we collect from other households throughout
the country. Policy analysts will assess this information and evaluate how welfare reforms are
affecting the economic situation and lives of the American people.

WHY ARE MY ANSWERS IMPORTANT?

Statistics from this survey will be used to develop and evaluate policies and programs that meet
the needs of Americans today. For this reason, this information must be as accurate and complete
as possible. The only way we can get this information is through the cooperation of sample
households such as yours. Your answers represent approximately 5,700 households. In all, we will
interview about 20,000 households across the Nation for this survey.

This survey has been approved by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and has been
given OMB approval number 0607-0838. Displaying this number shows that the Census Bureau is
authorized to conduct this survey. Please use this number in any correspondence concerning this
survey.
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SPD-18105(L) Denver
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Washington, DC 20233-0001

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the CensusDC

About a year ago, the Census Bureau contacted you for the Survey of Program Dynamics. Within a
few days, a field representative will contact you again to update the information we collected during
our last visit. We will also ask some new questions about:

In addition, if you have children 12 to 17 years old in your household, we will conduct a separate
interview with them, asking about their attitudes and behaviors on topics, such as household chores,
school work, family relations, social interaction, and substance use.

Because your answers represent thousands of other households in the United States, your
cooperation is a distinct service to your country. We will use this information to evaluate how
welfare reforms are affecting the U.S. population and to see how people are meeting their everyday
expenses. Your continued participation is extremely important to ensure the completeness and
accuracy of the results. Although answering the questions is voluntary, each unanswered question
lessens the accuracy of the data.

We are conducting the survey under the authority of Title 13, United States Code, Section 182. This
law requires us to keep all information about you and your household strictly confidential. We may
use this information only for statistical purposes and only in ways that no one can identify you as an
individual.

On the other side of this letter are the answers to questions most frequently asked about this survey.

Sincerely,

James F. Holmes

Further information may be obtained from:

Regional Director
Bureau of the Census
6900 W. Jefferson Avenue
Denver, Colorado 80235-2032

Telephone: 800–852–6159

It is important that we obtain the most accurate information possible so that we have a complete
picture of the results of the economic situation of the people throughout the Nation and the impact
of welfare legislation. You can help us by referring to your records (for example, bank statements
and pay stubs) when answering the questions. This will also reduce the time required for the
interview.

We hope you will continue to participate in this important and useful survey, and we thank you in
advance for your cooperation. The Census Bureau is grateful to you for your help.

• Children’s Well-being, Child Support
• Medical Expenses/Utilization of Health Care
• Education Enrollment



SPD-18105(L) (2-98)

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS SURVEY?

We are conducting this survey to get a picture of the economic situation of people throughout the
Nation. We are interested in how the welfare reforms affect employment, income, children’s
well-being, and family circumstances throughout the nation. We want to see what effects, if any,
these policies are having on the lives of people from all walks of life and from every part of the
country.

To do this, we need information from households over a period of time, before and after welfare
reform. We will ask about employment, unemployment, government program participation, and
so forth.

WHY DOES THE CENSUS BUREAU NEED THIS INFORMATION?

Congress has requested the Census Bureau to conduct the Survey of Program Dynamics. In a
Nation as large and rapidly changing as ours, we need up-to-date facts to plan effective programs
for the future, especially after the passage of welfare reform legislation. Although we conduct a
census every ten years, we need to collect some kinds of information more often. The Census
Bureau will contact you once a year for the Survey of Program Dynamics. We depend upon
sample surveys to keep abreast of changes people have in their jobs, the kind of work they do,
child care arrangements and adolescent behavior, the situation of people on government
programs, and other information.

HOW WAS I SELECTED?

We selected your household because you participated in the Survey of Income and Program
Participation. Information from that survey will provide the baseline data before welfare reform.
We will conduct a follow-up interview with you annually for the next few years in order to learn
how our Nation’s economic situations and family characteristics change over time. Because this is
a scientific sample, we must interview all persons who participated in the 1997 survey even if they
move.

INFORMATION ABOUT THIS INTERVIEW

Public reporting burden for this survey is estimated to average 30 minutes per person. Send
comments regarding this or any other aspect of this survey, including suggestions for reducing
burden, to the Associate Director for Administration/Controller, Attn: Paperwork Reduction Project
0607-0838, Room 3104, Federal Building 3, Bureau of the Census, Washington, DC 20233-0001.

WHAT GUARANTEE DO I HAVE THAT THE INFORMATION I GIVE TO THE CENSUS
BUREAU ABOUT MY PERSONAL BUSINESS IS NOT REPORTED TO OTHER PERSONS OR
ORGANIZATIONS?

All information you give to the Census Bureau for this survey is confidential by law (Section 9 of
Title 13, United States Code). All Census Bureau employees take an oath and are subject to a jail
term, a fine, or both if they disclose any information that would identify anyone. We may use this
information only for statistical purposes and only in ways that no one can identify you as an
individual.

We will combine your answers with the information we collect from other households throughout
the country. Policy analysts will assess this information and evaluate how welfare reforms are
affecting the economic situation and lives of the American people.

WHY ARE MY ANSWERS IMPORTANT?

Statistics from this survey will be used to develop and evaluate policies and programs that meet
the needs of Americans today. For this reason, this information must be as accurate and complete
as possible. The only way we can get this information is through the cooperation of sample
households such as yours. Your answers represent approximately 5,700 households. In all, we will
interview about 20,000 households across the Nation for this survey.

This survey has been approved by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and has been
given OMB approval number 0607-0838. Displaying this number shows that the Census Bureau is
authorized to conduct this survey. Please use this number in any correspondence concerning this
survey.
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Washington, DC 20233-0001

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the CensusDC

About a year ago, the Census Bureau contacted you for the Survey of Program Dynamics. Within a
few days, a field representative will contact you again to update the information we collected during
our last visit. We will also ask some new questions about:

In addition, if you have children 12 to 17 years old in your household, we will conduct a separate
interview with them, asking about their attitudes and behaviors on topics, such as household chores,
school work, family relations, social interaction, and substance use.

Because your answers represent thousands of other households in the United States, your
cooperation is a distinct service to your country. We will use this information to evaluate how
welfare reforms are affecting the U.S. population and to see how people are meeting their everyday
expenses. Your continued participation is extremely important to ensure the completeness and
accuracy of the results. Although answering the questions is voluntary, each unanswered question
lessens the accuracy of the data.

We are conducting the survey under the authority of Title 13, United States Code, Section 182. This
law requires us to keep all information about you and your household strictly confidential. We may
use this information only for statistical purposes and only in ways that no one can identify you as an
individual.

On the other side of this letter are the answers to questions most frequently asked about this survey.

Sincerely,

James F. Holmes 

Further information may be obtained from:

Regional Director
Bureau of the Census
101 Marietta St. N.W., Suite 3200
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-2700

Telephone: 800–424–6974

It is important that we obtain the most accurate information possible so that we have a complete
picture of the results of the economic situation of the people throughout the Nation and the impact
of welfare legislation. You can help us by referring to your records (for example, bank statements
and pay stubs) when answering the questions. This will also reduce the time required for the
interview.

We hope you will continue to participate in this important and useful survey, and we thank you in
advance for your cooperation. The Census Bureau is grateful to you for your help.

• Children’s Well-being, Child Support
• Medical Expenses/Utilization of Health Care
• Education Enrollment



SPD-18105(L) (2-98)

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS SURVEY?

We are conducting this survey to get a picture of the economic situation of people throughout the
Nation. We are interested in how the welfare reforms affect employment, income, children’s
well-being, and family circumstances throughout the nation. We want to see what effects, if any,
these policies are having on the lives of people from all walks of life and from every part of the
country.

To do this, we need information from households over a period of time, before and after welfare
reform. We will ask about employment, unemployment, government program participation, and
so forth.

WHY DOES THE CENSUS BUREAU NEED THIS INFORMATION?

Congress has requested the Census Bureau to conduct the Survey of Program Dynamics. In a
Nation as large and rapidly changing as ours, we need up-to-date facts to plan effective programs
for the future, especially after the passage of welfare reform legislation. Although we conduct a
census every ten years, we need to collect some kinds of information more often. The Census
Bureau will contact you once a year for the Survey of Program Dynamics. We depend upon
sample surveys to keep abreast of changes people have in their jobs, the kind of work they do,
child care arrangements and adolescent behavior, the situation of people on government
programs, and other information.

HOW WAS I SELECTED?

We selected your household because you participated in the Survey of Income and Program
Participation. Information from that survey will provide the baseline data before welfare reform.
We will conduct a follow-up interview with you annually for the next few years in order to learn
how our Nation’s economic situations and family characteristics change over time. Because this is
a scientific sample, we must interview all persons who participated in the 1997 survey even if they
move.

INFORMATION ABOUT THIS INTERVIEW

Public reporting burden for this survey is estimated to average 30 minutes per person. Send
comments regarding this or any other aspect of this survey, including suggestions for reducing
burden, to the Associate Director for Administration/Controller, Attn: Paperwork Reduction Project
0607-0838, Room 3104, Federal Building 3, Bureau of the Census, Washington, DC 20233-0001.

WHAT GUARANTEE DO I HAVE THAT THE INFORMATION I GIVE TO THE CENSUS
BUREAU ABOUT MY PERSONAL BUSINESS IS NOT REPORTED TO OTHER PERSONS OR
ORGANIZATIONS?

All information you give to the Census Bureau for this survey is confidential by law (Section 9 of
Title 13, United States Code). All Census Bureau employees take an oath and are subject to a jail
term, a fine, or both if they disclose any information that would identify anyone. We may use this
information only for statistical purposes and only in ways that no one can identify you as an
individual.

We will combine your answers with the information we collect from other households throughout
the country. Policy analysts will assess this information and evaluate how welfare reforms are
affecting the economic situation and lives of the American people.

WHY ARE MY ANSWERS IMPORTANT?

Statistics from this survey will be used to develop and evaluate policies and programs that meet
the needs of Americans today. For this reason, this information must be as accurate and complete
as possible. The only way we can get this information is through the cooperation of sample
households such as yours. Your answers represent approximately 5,700 households. In all, we will
interview about 20,000 households across the Nation for this survey.

This survey has been approved by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and has been
given OMB approval number 0607-0838. Displaying this number shows that the Census Bureau is
authorized to conduct this survey. Please use this number in any correspondence concerning this
survey.



OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
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SPD-18105(L) Chicago
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Washington, DC 20233-0001

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the CensusDC

About a year ago, the Census Bureau contacted you for the Survey of Program Dynamics. Within a
few days, a field representative will contact you again to update the information we collected during
our last visit. We will also ask some new questions about:

In addition, if you have children 12 to 17 years old in your household, we will conduct a separate
interview with them, asking about their attitudes and behaviors on topics, such as household chores,
school work, family relations, social interaction, and substance use.

Because your answers represent thousands of other households in the United States, your
cooperation is a distinct service to your country. We will use this information to evaluate how
welfare reforms are affecting the U.S. population and to see how people are meeting their everyday
expenses. Your continued participation is extremely important to ensure the completeness and
accuracy of the results. Although answering the questions is voluntary, each unanswered question
lessens the accuracy of the data.

We are conducting the survey under the authority of Title 13, United States Code, Section 182. This
law requires us to keep all information about you and your household strictly confidential. We may
use this information only for statistical purposes and only in ways that no one can identify you as an
individual.

On the other side of this letter are the answers to questions most frequently asked about this survey.

Sincerely,

James F. Holmes 

Further information may be obtained from:

Regional Director
Bureau of the Census
2255 Enterprise Drive, Suite 5501
Westchester, Illinois 60154-5800

Telephone: 708–562–1350

It is important that we obtain the most accurate information possible so that we have a complete
picture of the results of the economic situation of the people throughout the Nation and the impact
of welfare legislation. You can help us by referring to your records (for example, bank statements
and pay stubs) when answering the questions. This will also reduce the time required for the
interview.

We hope you will continue to participate in this important and useful survey, and we thank you in
advance for your cooperation. The Census Bureau is grateful to you for your help.

• Children’s Well-being, Child Support
• Medical Expenses/Utilization of Health Care
• Education Enrollment



SPD-18105(L) (2-98)

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS SURVEY?

We are conducting this survey to get a picture of the economic situation of people throughout the
Nation. We are interested in how the welfare reforms affect employment, income, children’s
well-being, and family circumstances throughout the nation. We want to see what effects, if any,
these policies are having on the lives of people from all walks of life and from every part of the
country.

To do this, we need information from households over a period of time, before and after welfare
reform. We will ask about employment, unemployment, government program participation, and
so forth.

WHY DOES THE CENSUS BUREAU NEED THIS INFORMATION?

Congress has requested the Census Bureau to conduct the Survey of Program Dynamics. In a
Nation as large and rapidly changing as ours, we need up-to-date facts to plan effective programs
for the future, especially after the passage of welfare reform legislation. Although we conduct a
census every ten years, we need to collect some kinds of information more often. The Census
Bureau will contact you once a year for the Survey of Program Dynamics. We depend upon
sample surveys to keep abreast of changes people have in their jobs, the kind of work they do,
child care arrangements and adolescent behavior, the situation of people on government
programs, and other information.

HOW WAS I SELECTED?

We selected your household because you participated in the Survey of Income and Program
Participation. Information from that survey will provide the baseline data before welfare reform.
We will conduct a follow-up interview with you annually for the next few years in order to learn
how our Nation’s economic situations and family characteristics change over time. Because this is
a scientific sample, we must interview all persons who participated in the 1997 survey even if they
move.

INFORMATION ABOUT THIS INTERVIEW

Public reporting burden for this survey is estimated to average 30 minutes per person. Send
comments regarding this or any other aspect of this survey, including suggestions for reducing
burden, to the Associate Director for Administration/Controller, Attn: Paperwork Reduction Project
0607-0838, Room 3104, Federal Building 3, Bureau of the Census, Washington, DC 20233-0001.

WHAT GUARANTEE DO I HAVE THAT THE INFORMATION I GIVE TO THE CENSUS
BUREAU ABOUT MY PERSONAL BUSINESS IS NOT REPORTED TO OTHER PERSONS OR
ORGANIZATIONS?

All information you give to the Census Bureau for this survey is confidential by law (Section 9 of
Title 13, United States Code). All Census Bureau employees take an oath and are subject to a jail
term, a fine, or both if they disclose any information that would identify anyone. We may use this
information only for statistical purposes and only in ways that no one can identify you as an
individual.

We will combine your answers with the information we collect from other households throughout
the country. Policy analysts will assess this information and evaluate how welfare reforms are
affecting the economic situation and lives of the American people.

WHY ARE MY ANSWERS IMPORTANT?

Statistics from this survey will be used to develop and evaluate policies and programs that meet
the needs of Americans today. For this reason, this information must be as accurate and complete
as possible. The only way we can get this information is through the cooperation of sample
households such as yours. Your answers represent approximately 5,700 households. In all, we will
interview about 20,000 households across the Nation for this survey.

This survey has been approved by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and has been
given OMB approval number 0607-0838. Displaying this number shows that the Census Bureau is
authorized to conduct this survey. Please use this number in any correspondence concerning this
survey.
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Washington, DC 20233-0001

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the CensusDC

About a year ago, the Census Bureau contacted you for the Survey of Program Dynamics. Within a
few days, a field representative will contact you again to update the information we collected during
our last visit. We will also ask some new questions about:

In addition, if you have children 12 to 17 years old in your household, we will conduct a separate
interview with them, asking about their attitudes and behaviors on topics, such as household chores,
school work, family relations, social interaction, and substance use.

Because your answers represent thousands of other households in the United States, your
cooperation is a distinct service to your country. We will use this information to evaluate how
welfare reforms are affecting the U.S. population and to see how people are meeting their everyday
expenses. Your continued participation is extremely important to ensure the completeness and
accuracy of the results. Although answering the questions is voluntary, each unanswered question
lessens the accuracy of the data.

We are conducting the survey under the authority of Title 13, United States Code, Section 182. This
law requires us to keep all information about you and your household strictly confidential. We may
use this information only for statistical purposes and only in ways that no one can identify you as an
individual.

On the other side of this letter are the answers to questions most frequently asked about this survey.

Sincerely,

James F. Holmes

Further information may be obtained from:

Regional Director
Bureau of the Census
Gateway Tower II
400 State Ave, Suite 600
Kansas City, Kansas 66101-2410

Telephone: 800–728–4748

It is important that we obtain the most accurate information possible so that we have a complete
picture of the results of the economic situation of the people throughout the Nation and the impact
of welfare legislation. You can help us by referring to your records (for example, bank statements
and pay stubs) when answering the questions. This will also reduce the time required for the
interview.

We hope you will continue to participate in this important and useful survey, and we thank you in
advance for your cooperation. The Census Bureau is grateful to you for your help.

• Children’s Well-being, Child Support
• Medical Expenses/Utilization of Health Care
• Education Enrollment



SPD-18105(L) (2-98)

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS SURVEY?

We are conducting this survey to get a picture of the economic situation of people throughout the
Nation. We are interested in how the welfare reforms affect employment, income, children’s
well-being, and family circumstances throughout the nation. We want to see what effects, if any,
these policies are having on the lives of people from all walks of life and from every part of the
country.

To do this, we need information from households over a period of time, before and after welfare
reform. We will ask about employment, unemployment, government program participation, and
so forth.

WHY DOES THE CENSUS BUREAU NEED THIS INFORMATION?

Congress has requested the Census Bureau to conduct the Survey of Program Dynamics. In a
Nation as large and rapidly changing as ours, we need up-to-date facts to plan effective programs
for the future, especially after the passage of welfare reform legislation. Although we conduct a
census every ten years, we need to collect some kinds of information more often. The Census
Bureau will contact you once a year for the Survey of Program Dynamics. We depend upon
sample surveys to keep abreast of changes people have in their jobs, the kind of work they do,
child care arrangements and adolescent behavior, the situation of people on government
programs, and other information.

HOW WAS I SELECTED?

We selected your household because you participated in the Survey of Income and Program
Participation. Information from that survey will provide the baseline data before welfare reform.
We will conduct a follow-up interview with you annually for the next few years in order to learn
how our Nation’s economic situations and family characteristics change over time. Because this is
a scientific sample, we must interview all persons who participated in the 1997 survey even if they
move.

INFORMATION ABOUT THIS INTERVIEW

Public reporting burden for this survey is estimated to average 30 minutes per person. Send
comments regarding this or any other aspect of this survey, including suggestions for reducing
burden, to the Associate Director for Administration/Controller, Attn: Paperwork Reduction Project
0607-0838, Room 3104, Federal Building 3, Bureau of the Census, Washington, DC 20233-0001.

WHAT GUARANTEE DO I HAVE THAT THE INFORMATION I GIVE TO THE CENSUS
BUREAU ABOUT MY PERSONAL BUSINESS IS NOT REPORTED TO OTHER PERSONS OR
ORGANIZATIONS?

All information you give to the Census Bureau for this survey is confidential by law (Section 9 of
Title 13, United States Code). All Census Bureau employees take an oath and are subject to a jail
term, a fine, or both if they disclose any information that would identify anyone. We may use this
information only for statistical purposes and only in ways that no one can identify you as an
individual.

We will combine your answers with the information we collect from other households throughout
the country. Policy analysts will assess this information and evaluate how welfare reforms are
affecting the economic situation and lives of the American people.

WHY ARE MY ANSWERS IMPORTANT?

Statistics from this survey will be used to develop and evaluate policies and programs that meet
the needs of Americans today. For this reason, this information must be as accurate and complete
as possible. The only way we can get this information is through the cooperation of sample
households such as yours. Your answers represent approximately 5,700 households. In all, we will
interview about 20,000 households across the Nation for this survey.

This survey has been approved by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and has been
given OMB approval number 0607-0838. Displaying this number shows that the Census Bureau is
authorized to conduct this survey. Please use this number in any correspondence concerning this
survey.
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Washington, DC 20233-0001

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the CensusDC

About a year ago, the Census Bureau contacted you for the Survey of Program Dynamics. Within a
few days, a field representative will contact you again to update the information we collected during
our last visit. We will also ask some new questions about:

In addition, if you have children 12 to 17 years old in your household, we will conduct a separate
interview with them, asking about their attitudes and behaviors on topics, such as household chores,
school work, family relations, social interaction, and substance use.

Because your answers represent thousands of other households in the United States, your
cooperation is a distinct service to your country. We will use this information to evaluate how
welfare reforms are affecting the U.S. population and to see how people are meeting their everyday
expenses. Your continued participation is extremely important to ensure the completeness and
accuracy of the results. Although answering the questions is voluntary, each unanswered question
lessens the accuracy of the data.

We are conducting the survey under the authority of Title 13, United States Code, Section 182. This
law requires us to keep all information about you and your household strictly confidential. We may
use this information only for statistical purposes and only in ways that no one can identify you as an
individual.

On the other side of this letter are the answers to questions most frequently asked about this survey.

Sincerely,

James F. Holmes

Further information may be obtained from:

Regional Director
Bureau of the Census
2 Copley Place, Suite 301
P.O. Box 9108
Boston, Massachusetts 02117-9108

Telephone: 800–562–5721

It is important that we obtain the most accurate information possible so that we have a complete
picture of the results of the economic situation of the people throughout the Nation and the impact
of welfare legislation. You can help us by referring to your records (for example, bank statements
and pay stubs) when answering the questions. This will also reduce the time required for the
interview.

We hope you will continue to participate in this important and useful survey, and we thank you in
advance for your cooperation. The Census Bureau is grateful to you for your help.

• Children’s Well-being, Child Support
• Medical Expenses/Utilization of Health Care
• Education Enrollment



SPD-18105(L) (2-98)

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS SURVEY?

We are conducting this survey to get a picture of the economic situation of people throughout the
Nation. We are interested in how the welfare reforms affect employment, income, children’s
well-being, and family circumstances throughout the nation. We want to see what effects, if any,
these policies are having on the lives of people from all walks of life and from every part of the
country.

To do this, we need information from households over a period of time, before and after welfare
reform. We will ask about employment, unemployment, government program participation, and
so forth.

WHY DOES THE CENSUS BUREAU NEED THIS INFORMATION?

Congress has requested the Census Bureau to conduct the Survey of Program Dynamics. In a
Nation as large and rapidly changing as ours, we need up-to-date facts to plan effective programs
for the future, especially after the passage of welfare reform legislation. Although we conduct a
census every ten years, we need to collect some kinds of information more often. The Census
Bureau will contact you once a year for the Survey of Program Dynamics. We depend upon
sample surveys to keep abreast of changes people have in their jobs, the kind of work they do,
child care arrangements and adolescent behavior, the situation of people on government
programs, and other information.

HOW WAS I SELECTED?

We selected your household because you participated in the Survey of Income and Program
Participation. Information from that survey will provide the baseline data before welfare reform.
We will conduct a follow-up interview with you annually for the next few years in order to learn
how our Nation’s economic situations and family characteristics change over time. Because this is
a scientific sample, we must interview all persons who participated in the 1997 survey even if they
move.

INFORMATION ABOUT THIS INTERVIEW

Public reporting burden for this survey is estimated to average 30 minutes per person. Send
comments regarding this or any other aspect of this survey, including suggestions for reducing
burden, to the Associate Director for Administration/Controller, Attn: Paperwork Reduction Project
0607-0838, Room 3104, Federal Building 3, Bureau of the Census, Washington, DC 20233-0001.

WHAT GUARANTEE DO I HAVE THAT THE INFORMATION I GIVE TO THE CENSUS
BUREAU ABOUT MY PERSONAL BUSINESS IS NOT REPORTED TO OTHER PERSONS OR
ORGANIZATIONS?

All information you give to the Census Bureau for this survey is confidential by law (Section 9 of
Title 13, United States Code). All Census Bureau employees take an oath and are subject to a jail
term, a fine, or both if they disclose any information that would identify anyone. We may use this
information only for statistical purposes and only in ways that no one can identify you as an
individual.

We will combine your answers with the information we collect from other households throughout
the country. Policy analysts will assess this information and evaluate how welfare reforms are
affecting the economic situation and lives of the American people.

WHY ARE MY ANSWERS IMPORTANT?

Statistics from this survey will be used to develop and evaluate policies and programs that meet
the needs of Americans today. For this reason, this information must be as accurate and complete
as possible. The only way we can get this information is through the cooperation of sample
households such as yours. Your answers represent approximately 5,700 households. In all, we will
interview about 20,000 households across the Nation for this survey.

This survey has been approved by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and has been
given OMB approval number 0607-0838. Displaying this number shows that the Census Bureau is
authorized to conduct this survey. Please use this number in any correspondence concerning this
survey.



OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

FROM THE ACTING DIRECTOR
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

SPD-18105(L) Detroit
(2-98)

Washington, DC 20233-0001

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the CensusDC

About a year ago, the Census Bureau contacted you for the Survey of Program Dynamics. Within a
few days, a field representative will contact you again to update the information we collected during
our last visit. We will also ask some new questions about:

In addition, if you have children 12 to 17 years old in your household, we will conduct a separate
interview with them, asking about their attitudes and behaviors on topics, such as household chores,
school work, family relations, social interaction, and substance use.

Because your answers represent thousands of other households in the United States, your
cooperation is a distinct service to your country. We will use this information to evaluate how
welfare reforms are affecting the U.S. population and to see how people are meeting their everyday
expenses. Your continued participation is extremely important to ensure the completeness and
accuracy of the results. Although answering the questions is voluntary, each unanswered question
lessens the accuracy of the data.

We are conducting the survey under the authority of Title 13, United States Code, Section 182. This
law requires us to keep all information about you and your household strictly confidential. We may
use this information only for statistical purposes and only in ways that no one can identify you as an
individual.

On the other side of this letter are the answers to questions most frequently asked about this survey.

Sincerely,

James F. Holmes 

Further information may be obtained from:

Regional Director
Bureau of the Census
1395 Brewery Park Blvd.
P.O. Box 33405
Detroit, Michigan 48232-5405

Telephone: 800–432–1495

It is important that we obtain the most accurate information possible so that we have a complete
picture of the results of the economic situation of the people throughout the Nation and the impact
of welfare legislation. You can help us by referring to your records (for example, bank statements
and pay stubs) when answering the questions. This will also reduce the time required for the
interview.

We hope you will continue to participate in this important and useful survey, and we thank you in
advance for your cooperation. The Census Bureau is grateful to you for your help.

• Children’s Well-being, Child Support
• Medical Expenses/Utilization of Health Care
• Education Enrollment



SPD-18105(L) (2-98)

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS SURVEY?

We are conducting this survey to get a picture of the economic situation of people throughout the
Nation. We are interested in how the welfare reforms affect employment, income, children’s
well-being, and family circumstances throughout the nation. We want to see what effects, if any,
these policies are having on the lives of people from all walks of life and from every part of the
country.

To do this, we need information from households over a period of time, before and after welfare
reform. We will ask about employment, unemployment, government program participation, and
so forth.

WHY DOES THE CENSUS BUREAU NEED THIS INFORMATION?

Congress has requested the Census Bureau to conduct the Survey of Program Dynamics. In a
Nation as large and rapidly changing as ours, we need up-to-date facts to plan effective programs
for the future, especially after the passage of welfare reform legislation. Although we conduct a
census every ten years, we need to collect some kinds of information more often. The Census
Bureau will contact you once a year for the Survey of Program Dynamics. We depend upon
sample surveys to keep abreast of changes people have in their jobs, the kind of work they do,
child care arrangements and adolescent behavior, the situation of people on government
programs, and other information.

HOW WAS I SELECTED?

We selected your household because you participated in the Survey of Income and Program
Participation. Information from that survey will provide the baseline data before welfare reform.
We will conduct a follow-up interview with you annually for the next few years in order to learn
how our Nation’s economic situations and family characteristics change over time. Because this is
a scientific sample, we must interview all persons who participated in the 1997 survey even if they
move.

INFORMATION ABOUT THIS INTERVIEW

Public reporting burden for this survey is estimated to average 30 minutes per person. Send
comments regarding this or any other aspect of this survey, including suggestions for reducing
burden, to the Associate Director for Administration/Controller, Attn: Paperwork Reduction Project
0607-0838, Room 3104, Federal Building 3, Bureau of the Census, Washington, DC 20233-0001.

WHAT GUARANTEE DO I HAVE THAT THE INFORMATION I GIVE TO THE CENSUS
BUREAU ABOUT MY PERSONAL BUSINESS IS NOT REPORTED TO OTHER PERSONS OR
ORGANIZATIONS?

All information you give to the Census Bureau for this survey is confidential by law (Section 9 of
Title 13, United States Code). All Census Bureau employees take an oath and are subject to a jail
term, a fine, or both if they disclose any information that would identify anyone. We may use this
information only for statistical purposes and only in ways that no one can identify you as an
individual.

We will combine your answers with the information we collect from other households throughout
the country. Policy analysts will assess this information and evaluate how welfare reforms are
affecting the economic situation and lives of the American people.

WHY ARE MY ANSWERS IMPORTANT?

Statistics from this survey will be used to develop and evaluate policies and programs that meet
the needs of Americans today. For this reason, this information must be as accurate and complete
as possible. The only way we can get this information is through the cooperation of sample
households such as yours. Your answers represent approximately 5,700 households. In all, we will
interview about 20,000 households across the Nation for this survey.

This survey has been approved by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and has been
given OMB approval number 0607-0838. Displaying this number shows that the Census Bureau is
authorized to conduct this survey. Please use this number in any correspondence concerning this
survey.



OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

FROM THE ACTING DIRECTOR
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

SPD-18105(L) Charlotte
(2-98)

Washington, DC 20233-0001

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the CensusDC

About a year ago, the Census Bureau contacted you for the Survey of Program Dynamics. Within a
few days, a field representative will contact you again to update the information we collected during
our last visit. We will also ask some new questions about:

In addition, if you have children 12 to 17 years old in your household, we will conduct a separate
interview with them, asking about their attitudes and behaviors on topics, such as household chores,
school work, family relations, social interaction, and substance use.

Because your answers represent thousands of other households in the United States, your
cooperation is a distinct service to your country. We will use this information to evaluate how
welfare reforms are affecting the U.S. population and to see how people are meeting their everyday
expenses. Your continued participation is extremely important to ensure the completeness and
accuracy of the results. Although answering the questions is voluntary, each unanswered question
lessens the accuracy of the data.

We are conducting the survey under the authority of Title 13, United States Code, Section 182. This
law requires us to keep all information about you and your household strictly confidential. We may
use this information only for statistical purposes and only in ways that no one can identify you as an
individual.

On the other side of this letter are the answers to questions most frequently asked about this survey.

Sincerely,

James F. Holmes 

Further information may be obtained from:

Regional Director
Bureau of the Census
901 Center Park Drive, Suite 106
Charlotte, North Carolina 28217-2935

Telephone: 800–331–7360

It is important that we obtain the most accurate information possible so that we have a complete
picture of the results of the economic situation of the people throughout the Nation and the impact
of welfare legislation. You can help us by referring to your records (for example, bank statements
and pay stubs) when answering the questions. This will also reduce the time required for the
interview.

We hope you will continue to participate in this important and useful survey, and we thank you in
advance for your cooperation. The Census Bureau is grateful to you for your help.

• Children’s Well-being, Child Support
• Medical Expenses/Utilization of Health Care
• Education Enrollment



SPD-18105(L) (2-98)

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS SURVEY?

We are conducting this survey to get a picture of the economic situation of people throughout the
Nation. We are interested in how the welfare reforms affect employment, income, children’s
well-being, and family circumstances throughout the nation. We want to see what effects, if any,
these policies are having on the lives of people from all walks of life and from every part of the
country.

To do this, we need information from households over a period of time, before and after welfare
reform. We will ask about employment, unemployment, government program participation, and
so forth.

WHY DOES THE CENSUS BUREAU NEED THIS INFORMATION?

Congress has requested the Census Bureau to conduct the Survey of Program Dynamics. In a
Nation as large and rapidly changing as ours, we need up-to-date facts to plan effective programs
for the future, especially after the passage of welfare reform legislation. Although we conduct a
census every ten years, we need to collect some kinds of information more often. The Census
Bureau will contact you once a year for the Survey of Program Dynamics. We depend upon
sample surveys to keep abreast of changes people have in their jobs, the kind of work they do,
child care arrangements and adolescent behavior, the situation of people on government
programs, and other information.

HOW WAS I SELECTED?

We selected your household because you participated in the Survey of Income and Program
Participation. Information from that survey will provide the baseline data before welfare reform.
We will conduct a follow-up interview with you annually for the next few years in order to learn
how our Nation’s economic situations and family characteristics change over time. Because this is
a scientific sample, we must interview all persons who participated in the 1997 survey even if they
move.

INFORMATION ABOUT THIS INTERVIEW

Public reporting burden for this survey is estimated to average 30 minutes per person. Send
comments regarding this or any other aspect of this survey, including suggestions for reducing
burden, to the Associate Director for Administration/Controller, Attn: Paperwork Reduction Project
0607-0838, Room 3104, Federal Building 3, Bureau of the Census, Washington, DC 20233-0001.

WHAT GUARANTEE DO I HAVE THAT THE INFORMATION I GIVE TO THE CENSUS
BUREAU ABOUT MY PERSONAL BUSINESS IS NOT REPORTED TO OTHER PERSONS OR
ORGANIZATIONS?

All information you give to the Census Bureau for this survey is confidential by law (Section 9 of
Title 13, United States Code). All Census Bureau employees take an oath and are subject to a jail
term, a fine, or both if they disclose any information that would identify anyone. We may use this
information only for statistical purposes and only in ways that no one can identify you as an
individual.

We will combine your answers with the information we collect from other households throughout
the country. Policy analysts will assess this information and evaluate how welfare reforms are
affecting the economic situation and lives of the American people.

WHY ARE MY ANSWERS IMPORTANT?

Statistics from this survey will be used to develop and evaluate policies and programs that meet
the needs of Americans today. For this reason, this information must be as accurate and complete
as possible. The only way we can get this information is through the cooperation of sample
households such as yours. Your answers represent approximately 5,700 households. In all, we will
interview about 20,000 households across the Nation for this survey.

This survey has been approved by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and has been
given OMB approval number 0607-0838. Displaying this number shows that the Census Bureau is
authorized to conduct this survey. Please use this number in any correspondence concerning this
survey.



OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

FROM THE ACTING DIRECTOR
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

SPD-18105(L) New York
(2-98)

Washington, DC 20233-0001

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the CensusDC

About a year ago, the Census Bureau contacted you for the Survey of Program Dynamics. Within a
few days, a field representative will contact you again to update the information we collected during
our last visit. We will also ask some new questions about:

In addition, if you have children 12 to 17 years old in your household, we will conduct a separate
interview with them, asking about their attitudes and behaviors on topics, such as household chores,
school work, family relations, social interaction, and substance use.

Because your answers represent thousands of other households in the United States, your
cooperation is a distinct service to your country. We will use this information to evaluate how
welfare reforms are affecting the U.S. population and to see how people are meeting their everyday
expenses. Your continued participation is extremely important to ensure the completeness and
accuracy of the results. Although answering the questions is voluntary, each unanswered question
lessens the accuracy of the data.

We are conducting the survey under the authority of Title 13, United States Code, Section 182. This
law requires us to keep all information about you and your household strictly confidential. We may
use this information only for statistical purposes and only in ways that no one can identify you as an
individual.

On the other side of this letter are the answers to questions most frequently asked about this survey.

Sincerely,

James F. Holmes 

Further information may be obtained from:

Regional Director
Bureau of the Census
Jacob K. Javits Fed. Bldg.
26 Federal Plaza, Rm: 37-130
New York, New York 10278-0044

Telephone: 800–991–2520

It is important that we obtain the most accurate information possible so that we have a complete
picture of the results of the economic situation of the people throughout the Nation and the impact
of welfare legislation. You can help us by referring to your records (for example, bank statements
and pay stubs) when answering the questions. This will also reduce the time required for the
interview.

We hope you will continue to participate in this important and useful survey, and we thank you in
advance for your cooperation. The Census Bureau is grateful to you for your help.

• Children’s Well-being, Child Support
• Medical Expenses/Utilization of Health Care
• Education Enrollment



SPD-18105(L) (2-98)

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS SURVEY?

We are conducting this survey to get a picture of the economic situation of people throughout the
Nation. We are interested in how the welfare reforms affect employment, income, children’s
well-being, and family circumstances throughout the nation. We want to see what effects, if any,
these policies are having on the lives of people from all walks of life and from every part of the
country.

To do this, we need information from households over a period of time, before and after welfare
reform. We will ask about employment, unemployment, government program participation, and
so forth.

WHY DOES THE CENSUS BUREAU NEED THIS INFORMATION?

Congress has requested the Census Bureau to conduct the Survey of Program Dynamics. In a
Nation as large and rapidly changing as ours, we need up-to-date facts to plan effective programs
for the future, especially after the passage of welfare reform legislation. Although we conduct a
census every ten years, we need to collect some kinds of information more often. The Census
Bureau will contact you once a year for the Survey of Program Dynamics. We depend upon
sample surveys to keep abreast of changes people have in their jobs, the kind of work they do,
child care arrangements and adolescent behavior, the situation of people on government
programs, and other information.

HOW WAS I SELECTED?

We selected your household because you participated in the Survey of Income and Program
Participation. Information from that survey will provide the baseline data before welfare reform.
We will conduct a follow-up interview with you annually for the next few years in order to learn
how our Nation’s economic situations and family characteristics change over time. Because this is
a scientific sample, we must interview all persons who participated in the 1997 survey even if they
move.

INFORMATION ABOUT THIS INTERVIEW

Public reporting burden for this survey is estimated to average 30 minutes per person. Send
comments regarding this or any other aspect of this survey, including suggestions for reducing
burden, to the Associate Director for Administration/Controller, Attn: Paperwork Reduction Project
0607-0838, Room 3104, Federal Building 3, Bureau of the Census, Washington, DC 20233-0001.

WHAT GUARANTEE DO I HAVE THAT THE INFORMATION I GIVE TO THE CENSUS
BUREAU ABOUT MY PERSONAL BUSINESS IS NOT REPORTED TO OTHER PERSONS OR
ORGANIZATIONS?

All information you give to the Census Bureau for this survey is confidential by law (Section 9 of
Title 13, United States Code). All Census Bureau employees take an oath and are subject to a jail
term, a fine, or both if they disclose any information that would identify anyone. We may use this
information only for statistical purposes and only in ways that no one can identify you as an
individual.

We will combine your answers with the information we collect from other households throughout
the country. Policy analysts will assess this information and evaluate how welfare reforms are
affecting the economic situation and lives of the American people.

WHY ARE MY ANSWERS IMPORTANT?

Statistics from this survey will be used to develop and evaluate policies and programs that meet
the needs of Americans today. For this reason, this information must be as accurate and complete
as possible. The only way we can get this information is through the cooperation of sample
households such as yours. Your answers represent approximately 5,700 households. In all, we will
interview about 20,000 households across the Nation for this survey.

This survey has been approved by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and has been
given OMB approval number 0607-0838. Displaying this number shows that the Census Bureau is
authorized to conduct this survey. Please use this number in any correspondence concerning this
survey.



OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

FROM THE ACTING DIRECTOR
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

SPD-18105(L) Philadelphia
(2-98)

Washington, DC 20233-0001

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the CensusDC

About a year ago, the Census Bureau contacted you for the Survey of Program Dynamics. Within a
few days, a field representative will contact you again to update the information we collected during
our last visit. We will also ask some new questions about:

In addition, if you have children 12 to 17 years old in your household, we will conduct a separate
interview with them, asking about their attitudes and behaviors on topics, such as household chores,
school work, family relations, social interaction, and substance use.

Because your answers represent thousands of other households in the United States, your
cooperation is a distinct service to your country. We will use this information to evaluate how
welfare reforms are affecting the U.S. population and to see how people are meeting their everyday
expenses. Your continued participation is extremely important to ensure the completeness and
accuracy of the results. Although answering the questions is voluntary, each unanswered question
lessens the accuracy of the data.

We are conducting the survey under the authority of Title 13, United States Code, Section 182. This
law requires us to keep all information about you and your household strictly confidential. We may
use this information only for statistical purposes and only in ways that no one can identify you as an
individual.

On the other side of this letter are the answers to questions most frequently asked about this survey.

Sincerely,

James F. Holmes 

Further information may be obtained from:

Regional Director
Bureau of the Census
21st Floor
1601 Market Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103-2395

Telephone: 215–656–7550

It is important that we obtain the most accurate information possible so that we have a complete
picture of the results of the economic situation of the people throughout the Nation and the impact
of welfare legislation. You can help us by referring to your records (for example, bank statements
and pay stubs) when answering the questions. This will also reduce the time required for the
interview.

We hope you will continue to participate in this important and useful survey, and we thank you in
advance for your cooperation. The Census Bureau is grateful to you for your help.

• Children’s Well-being, Child Support
• Medical Expenses/Utilization of Health Care
• Education Enrollment



SPD-18105(L) (2-98)

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS SURVEY?

We are conducting this survey to get a picture of the economic situation of people throughout the
Nation. We are interested in how the welfare reforms affect employment, income, children’s
well-being, and family circumstances throughout the nation. We want to see what effects, if any,
these policies are having on the lives of people from all walks of life and from every part of the
country.

To do this, we need information from households over a period of time, before and after welfare
reform. We will ask about employment, unemployment, government program participation, and
so forth.

WHY DOES THE CENSUS BUREAU NEED THIS INFORMATION?

Congress has requested the Census Bureau to conduct the Survey of Program Dynamics. In a
Nation as large and rapidly changing as ours, we need up-to-date facts to plan effective programs
for the future, especially after the passage of welfare reform legislation. Although we conduct a
census every ten years, we need to collect some kinds of information more often. The Census
Bureau will contact you once a year for the Survey of Program Dynamics. We depend upon
sample surveys to keep abreast of changes people have in their jobs, the kind of work they do,
child care arrangements and adolescent behavior, the situation of people on government
programs, and other information.

HOW WAS I SELECTED?

We selected your household because you participated in the Survey of Income and Program
Participation. Information from that survey will provide the baseline data before welfare reform.
We will conduct a follow-up interview with you annually for the next few years in order to learn
how our Nation’s economic situations and family characteristics change over time. Because this is
a scientific sample, we must interview all persons who participated in the 1997 survey even if they
move.

INFORMATION ABOUT THIS INTERVIEW

Public reporting burden for this survey is estimated to average 30 minutes per person. Send
comments regarding this or any other aspect of this survey, including suggestions for reducing
burden, to the Associate Director for Administration/Controller, Attn: Paperwork Reduction Project
0607-0838, Room 3104, Federal Building 3, Bureau of the Census, Washington, DC 20233-0001.

WHAT GUARANTEE DO I HAVE THAT THE INFORMATION I GIVE TO THE CENSUS
BUREAU ABOUT MY PERSONAL BUSINESS IS NOT REPORTED TO OTHER PERSONS OR
ORGANIZATIONS?

All information you give to the Census Bureau for this survey is confidential by law (Section 9 of
Title 13, United States Code). All Census Bureau employees take an oath and are subject to a jail
term, a fine, or both if they disclose any information that would identify anyone. We may use this
information only for statistical purposes and only in ways that no one can identify you as an
individual.

We will combine your answers with the information we collect from other households throughout
the country. Policy analysts will assess this information and evaluate how welfare reforms are
affecting the economic situation and lives of the American people.

WHY ARE MY ANSWERS IMPORTANT?

Statistics from this survey will be used to develop and evaluate policies and programs that meet
the needs of Americans today. For this reason, this information must be as accurate and complete
as possible. The only way we can get this information is through the cooperation of sample
households such as yours. Your answers represent approximately 5,700 households. In all, we will
interview about 20,000 households across the Nation for this survey.

This survey has been approved by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and has been
given OMB approval number 0607-0838. Displaying this number shows that the Census Bureau is
authorized to conduct this survey. Please use this number in any correspondence concerning this
survey.



OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

FROM THE ACTING DIRECTOR
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

SPD-18105(L) Dallas
(2-98)

Washington, DC 20233-0001

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the CensusDC

About a year ago, the Census Bureau contacted you for the Survey of Program Dynamics. Within a
few days, a field representative will contact you again to update the information we collected during
our last visit. We will also ask some new questions about:

In addition, if you have children 12 to 17 years old in your household, we will conduct a separate
interview with them, asking about their attitudes and behaviors on topics, such as household chores,
school work, family relations, social interaction, and substance use.

Because your answers represent thousands of other households in the United States, your
cooperation is a distinct service to your country. We will use this information to evaluate how
welfare reforms are affecting the U.S. population and to see how people are meeting their everyday
expenses. Your continued participation is extremely important to ensure the completeness and
accuracy of the results. Although answering the questions is voluntary, each unanswered question
lessens the accuracy of the data.

We are conducting the survey under the authority of Title 13, United States Code, Section 182. This
law requires us to keep all information about you and your household strictly confidential. We may
use this information only for statistical purposes and only in ways that no one can identify you as an
individual.

On the other side of this letter are the answers to questions most frequently asked about this survey.

Sincerely,

James F. Holmes 

Further information may be obtained from:

Regional Director
Bureau of the Census
6303 Harry Hines Blvd., Suite 210
Dallas, Texas 75235-5269

Telephone: 800–835–9752

It is important that we obtain the most accurate information possible so that we have a complete
picture of the results of the economic situation of the people throughout the Nation and the impact
of welfare legislation. You can help us by referring to your records (for example, bank statements
and pay stubs) when answering the questions. This will also reduce the time required for the
interview.

We hope you will continue to participate in this important and useful survey, and we thank you in
advance for your cooperation. The Census Bureau is grateful to you for your help.

• Children’s Well-being, Child Support
• Medical Expenses/Utilization of Health Care
• Education Enrollment



SPD-18105(L) (2-98)

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS SURVEY?

We are conducting this survey to get a picture of the economic situation of people throughout the
Nation. We are interested in how the welfare reforms affect employment, income, children’s
well-being, and family circumstances throughout the nation. We want to see what effects, if any,
these policies are having on the lives of people from all walks of life and from every part of the
country.

To do this, we need information from households over a period of time, before and after welfare
reform. We will ask about employment, unemployment, government program participation, and
so forth.

WHY DOES THE CENSUS BUREAU NEED THIS INFORMATION?

Congress has requested the Census Bureau to conduct the Survey of Program Dynamics. In a
Nation as large and rapidly changing as ours, we need up-to-date facts to plan effective programs
for the future, especially after the passage of welfare reform legislation. Although we conduct a
census every ten years, we need to collect some kinds of information more often. The Census
Bureau will contact you once a year for the Survey of Program Dynamics. We depend upon
sample surveys to keep abreast of changes people have in their jobs, the kind of work they do,
child care arrangements and adolescent behavior, the situation of people on government
programs, and other information.

HOW WAS I SELECTED?

We selected your household because you participated in the Survey of Income and Program
Participation. Information from that survey will provide the baseline data before welfare reform.
We will conduct a follow-up interview with you annually for the next few years in order to learn
how our Nation’s economic situations and family characteristics change over time. Because this is
a scientific sample, we must interview all persons who participated in the 1997 survey even if they
move.

INFORMATION ABOUT THIS INTERVIEW

Public reporting burden for this survey is estimated to average 30 minutes per person. Send
comments regarding this or any other aspect of this survey, including suggestions for reducing
burden, to the Associate Director for Administration/Controller, Attn: Paperwork Reduction Project
0607-0838, Room 3104, Federal Building 3, Bureau of the Census, Washington, DC 20233-0001.

WHAT GUARANTEE DO I HAVE THAT THE INFORMATION I GIVE TO THE CENSUS
BUREAU ABOUT MY PERSONAL BUSINESS IS NOT REPORTED TO OTHER PERSONS OR
ORGANIZATIONS?

All information you give to the Census Bureau for this survey is confidential by law (Section 9 of
Title 13, United States Code). All Census Bureau employees take an oath and are subject to a jail
term, a fine, or both if they disclose any information that would identify anyone. We may use this
information only for statistical purposes and only in ways that no one can identify you as an
individual.

We will combine your answers with the information we collect from other households throughout
the country. Policy analysts will assess this information and evaluate how welfare reforms are
affecting the economic situation and lives of the American people.

WHY ARE MY ANSWERS IMPORTANT?

Statistics from this survey will be used to develop and evaluate policies and programs that meet
the needs of Americans today. For this reason, this information must be as accurate and complete
as possible. The only way we can get this information is through the cooperation of sample
households such as yours. Your answers represent approximately 5,700 households. In all, we will
interview about 20,000 households across the Nation for this survey.

This survey has been approved by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and has been
given OMB approval number 0607-0838. Displaying this number shows that the Census Bureau is
authorized to conduct this survey. Please use this number in any correspondence concerning this
survey.



OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

FROM THE ACTING DIRECTOR
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

SPD-18105(L) Seattle
(2-98)

Washington, DC 20233-0001

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the CensusDC

About a year ago, the Census Bureau contacted you for the Survey of Program Dynamics. Within a
few days, a field representative will contact you again to update the information we collected during
our last visit. We will also ask some new questions about:

In addition, if you have children 12 to 17 years old in your household, we will conduct a separate
interview with them, asking about their attitudes and behaviors on topics, such as household chores,
school work, family relations, social interaction, and substance use.

Because your answers represent thousands of other households in the United States, your
cooperation is a distinct service to your country. We will use this information to evaluate how
welfare reforms are affecting the U.S. population and to see how people are meeting their everyday
expenses. Your continued participation is extremely important to ensure the completeness and
accuracy of the results. Although answering the questions is voluntary, each unanswered question
lessens the accuracy of the data.

We are conducting the survey under the authority of Title 13, United States Code, Section 182. This
law requires us to keep all information about you and your household strictly confidential. We may
use this information only for statistical purposes and only in ways that no one can identify you as an
individual.

On the other side of this letter are the answers to questions most frequently asked about this survey.

Sincerely,

James F. Holmes 

Further information may be obtained from:

Regional Director
Bureau of the Census
700 5th Avenue, Suite 5100
Seattle, Washington 98104-5018

Telephone: 206–553–5837

It is important that we obtain the most accurate information possible so that we have a complete
picture of the results of the economic situation of the people throughout the Nation and the impact
of welfare legislation. You can help us by referring to your records (for example, bank statements
and pay stubs) when answering the questions. This will also reduce the time required for the
interview.

We hope you will continue to participate in this important and useful survey, and we thank you in
advance for your cooperation. The Census Bureau is grateful to you for your help.

• Children’s Well-being, Child Support
• Medical Expenses/Utilization of Health Care
• Education Enrollment
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WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS SURVEY?

We are conducting this survey to get a picture of the economic situation of people throughout the
Nation. We are interested in how the welfare reforms affect employment, income, children’s
well-being, and family circumstances throughout the nation. We want to see what effects, if any,
these policies are having on the lives of people from all walks of life and from every part of the
country.

To do this, we need information from households over a period of time, before and after welfare
reform. We will ask about employment, unemployment, government program participation, and
so forth.

WHY DOES THE CENSUS BUREAU NEED THIS INFORMATION?

Congress has requested the Census Bureau to conduct the Survey of Program Dynamics. In a
Nation as large and rapidly changing as ours, we need up-to-date facts to plan effective programs
for the future, especially after the passage of welfare reform legislation. Although we conduct a
census every ten years, we need to collect some kinds of information more often. The Census
Bureau will contact you once a year for the Survey of Program Dynamics. We depend upon
sample surveys to keep abreast of changes people have in their jobs, the kind of work they do,
child care arrangements and adolescent behavior, the situation of people on government
programs, and other information.

HOW WAS I SELECTED?

We selected your household because you participated in the Survey of Income and Program
Participation. Information from that survey will provide the baseline data before welfare reform.
We will conduct a follow-up interview with you annually for the next few years in order to learn
how our Nation’s economic situations and family characteristics change over time. Because this is
a scientific sample, we must interview all persons who participated in the 1997 survey even if they
move.

INFORMATION ABOUT THIS INTERVIEW

Public reporting burden for this survey is estimated to average 30 minutes per person. Send
comments regarding this or any other aspect of this survey, including suggestions for reducing
burden, to the Associate Director for Administration/Controller, Attn: Paperwork Reduction Project
0607-0838, Room 3104, Federal Building 3, Bureau of the Census, Washington, DC 20233-0001.

WHAT GUARANTEE DO I HAVE THAT THE INFORMATION I GIVE TO THE CENSUS
BUREAU ABOUT MY PERSONAL BUSINESS IS NOT REPORTED TO OTHER PERSONS OR
ORGANIZATIONS?

All information you give to the Census Bureau for this survey is confidential by law (Section 9 of
Title 13, United States Code). All Census Bureau employees take an oath and are subject to a jail
term, a fine, or both if they disclose any information that would identify anyone. We may use this
information only for statistical purposes and only in ways that no one can identify you as an
individual.

We will combine your answers with the information we collect from other households throughout
the country. Policy analysts will assess this information and evaluate how welfare reforms are
affecting the economic situation and lives of the American people.

WHY ARE MY ANSWERS IMPORTANT?

Statistics from this survey will be used to develop and evaluate policies and programs that meet
the needs of Americans today. For this reason, this information must be as accurate and complete
as possible. The only way we can get this information is through the cooperation of sample
households such as yours. Your answers represent approximately 5,700 households. In all, we will
interview about 20,000 households across the Nation for this survey.

This survey has been approved by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and has been
given OMB approval number 0607-0838. Displaying this number shows that the Census Bureau is
authorized to conduct this survey. Please use this number in any correspondence concerning this
survey.


